For Immediate Release

Sermons Offer Fresh Insight for Preaching on Special Occasions
Valley Forge, PA—Each year pastors and preachers are confronted with the challenge of
delivering messages for special occasions that are interesting, relevant, and fully based on
biblical authority. One wonders what can be said that hasn’t been said before about
Mother’s Day, Memorial Day, and Labor Day? Where can one find fresh insight when
crafting a sermon for Youth, Stewardship, and World Mission Sundays? In the new
release A Word for All Seasons: Sermons from Henry H. Mitchell, one of the black church’s
most esteemed preachers and teachers pulls from his archives to provide fresh insight for
bringing the gospel on these key dates.
In the book’s fourteen sermons, Mitchell goes beyond the occasion itself to offer a
transformative personal and communal encounter. Readers will discover tools such as
storytelling, imagination, and speaking in the vernacular of one’s hearers, all of which contribute to more
effective preaching. They will also learn about the “Moves” of a sermon that usher a congregation from being
hearers only to doers also of the Word. After more than seventy years of preaching and teaching, Mitchell
hopes his sermons will “stir up the gifts and growth of local pastors, seminarians, lay leaders, and students of
the Bible.”
In the book’s foreword, the Rev. Dr. Aidsand Wright-Riggins III, Executive Director for the American Baptist
Home Mission Societies, refers to A Word for All Seasons as “kindling to fire one’s imagination and spirit.” The
Rev. Dr. Marvin A. McMickle, President and Professor of Church Leadership, Colgate Rochester Crozer
Divinity School notes, “These sermons will accomplish what every preacher should attempt to do over the
course of every year: kindle the mind, energize the will, disturb the conscience, and stir the heart.”
About the Author: Rev. Dr. Henry H. Mitchell (MDiv, MA, ThD) is a vanguard in the area of black preaching
and an esteemed academic. He was the first Martin Luther King Jr. Professor of Black Church Studies at
Colgate Rochester Crozer Divinity School, served as founding director of the Ecumenical Center for Black
Church Studies, and held the titles of Academic Dean and Professor of History and Homiletics at Proctor
School of Theology, Virginia Union University. Toward the end of his career, Dr. Mitchell and his wife, the late
Ella Pearson Mitchell, taught side-by-side as Visiting Professors of Homiletics at the Interdenominational
Theological Center and mentored students in the Doctor of Ministry Program at the United Theological
Seminary. Dr. Mitchell is author or coauthor of seven books, including Black Church Beginnings, 1650–1990
(Eerdmans 2004).
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