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SESSION ONE

TEXT: Preface, pages 3-4
OBJECTIVE : To learn what is meant by the phrase the “person s everything.”
SESSION OVERVIEW
Today’s session will be spent exploring WilliamWillimon’s intriquing title, The Gospel for the Psem Who Has

Everything To what kind of person is he referring? Whithis person who has everything? Few of us would
describe ourselves as such persons. The titleri@ggh ambiguity to elicit several meanings.

CONDUCTING THE SESSION

GROUP BRAINSTORM Ask the group to brainstorm, without having réfael book, what Willimon might mean by
his title. Write their comments on newsprint oaliboard. Next, ask them to name or describe sopewvhom
they feel has everything. Suppose they are redabdmgiorning newspaper before coming to churche fidadline
reads, “The Person Who Has Everything,” and betoani article describing such a person. Whom wthdg
guess the article to be describing?

CASE STUDIES Divide your group into three smaller groups.clEaub-group will examine one case study and
respond to the question, “In what way does thisdes a person who has everything? What seemsgk

Case Study #1Frank is a respected community leader. He igeagt more civic

projects than most business executives. He livesvery comfortable home in an
elegant suburb. His children, now grown, all hanecessful careers. Frank is a warm,
engaging, successful, enthusiastic, and deterngiaesbn. In earlier years he was active
in his church, mainly as a trustee. Recentlytiisrest in church has waned. His
participation is much less than it used to be.nkr@ow travels a great deal. He is
building a winter cottage in Florida and plans mimee for relaxation. He realizes that
he has had to push himself too hard. Now that &igdsoaching sixty, he intends to take
life easier.

Case Study #2Joyce is one of the most respected persons icifyerShe has been
elected Outstanding Woman of the Year. She igatiee thinker and an innovative
genius. Nearly everything she attempts turns@bitve a profound impact on others.
Joyce is a person of faith, but she never feelsigméspace” for her creativity within the
local church. She leads in many ecumenical evedite has many friends who are not
church members or Christians. She is able to aftesand dialogue with persons
coming from almost any direction. Most people ¢desher to be a “step ahead” of her
own generation.

Case Study #3Read Psalm 8:3-8 in two modern translations. groeps should report
their findings. Encourage the three groups taramewith one another as they come
closer to a definition of a person who has evenghi

DISCUSSION Read aloud the first two paragraphs of the pefeHow do these descriptions compare to your
thoughts about a person who has everything? Cemnaitll interact with the last two sentences ofhd
paragraph on page three, and the first five seateatthe third paragraph on page four.

LEADER INPUT. The most useful definition for the person whe baerything is the broadest one. Many persons of
the so-called “Middle America” qualify. A persorhwhas everything is one who has the resourcesgwidhmeet



everyday problems and situations. Life is a jaysiach persons rather than a trauma. They areesand stable
persons. Such persons would have many of thesaroes: success, money, position or status, reepethers,
inner maturity, talent, personal energy, goals ambitions, physical health, good judgment and comeense.
When you compare yourselves with those who areibapged or ill, or those who struggle against sthon,

many of your class participants will fit. The tedoes not connote perfection. It should includeséhpersons who
are “arriving,” those on the way toward achievirgsidable life goals. Persons filled with despfair whom
survival is a struggle, insecure and frustratedqes, complacent and dull persons, persons ootiohtwith
reality, persons in a destructive life-style, thase persons who don’t have everything.

The book’s central questions are: “What is thesappf the Gospel to relatively strong, mature, hedlthy
persons? What in the Gospel would attract the®5 is an evangelistic book. How can we speak the
evangelistic message to persons such as these?

SCRIPTURAL REFLECTION Describe the characteristics of Apostle Petgtolar class: He was married. Peter and
his brother Andrew were respected partners inhdrnfgsbusiness. Throughout Jesus’ ministry, Pete thie
outstanding member of the disciples. He was aruig®individual and often spoke for the group. vitées the key
leader of the early church. He preached and spitkepowerful appeal. Even with his faults, Petes a person
who had everything, even before he met Jesus. Rdaxl5:1-11. Discuss the appeal the Gospel ntigkie had
for Peter. Will that attraction be the same farspas today who likewise “have everything”?

ASSIGNMENT

Read chapter one.



SESSION TWO

TEXT: Chapter One
OBJECTIVE: To determine what is an honest faith testimony.
REVIEW

The central point of the book can be found on tipetévo complete paragraphs on page 13. Read theser
class, and ask them, “What are we to do with trengtones?” This will review last week’s session.

CONDUCTING THE SESSION

LEADER INPUT. Willimon begins this chapter by expressing hsdtisfaction with testimonies and the traditional
way that we present the Gospel. He maintainstttigtraditional message, “| was miserable — untiket Jesus,”
does not apply to the strong because they are isetable without Jesus. It is an inappropriatengeéstic
presentation to persons of maturity and streniftou have a problem. . .Christ is the answer” prass that each
person sees his/her life as a problem. Willimghtly points out that many outside the church diosee their
lives in this way. Is God unable to speak to thoke have not yet reached an appropriate leveligény?
Willimon cites four theological problems that heshath this traditional message: (1) His ownspaal
experience, and that of many others, does ndidiptesuppositions of that message (they were isgratle
before they met Christ). (2) It promotes religiaelf-righteousness. Christians compete to seecah tell the
best story about what a radical conversion occurréldeir lives. “Look how terrible | was beforé.ook how
smart | am now.” (3) It makes of Christianity aypff, a reward for my faithfulness. (4) It emplzs the bad
life you are leaving rather than the good life y@ve found.

You might want to read the indented testimony ogepaine and ask your class to evaluate it agaiesiour
criticisms above. Does the class agree with Wl

GROUP DIScuUssION Throughout the book, Willimon has an assumptiat is subtly mentioned on page 13: “To
become strong is not our sickness but our salvatizmwn deep | think we know that these strong aresot far
from the kind of humanity we all would like to ha¥/eAsk your class to define what “self-reliance&amns. A
person who has everything is probably self-relidatit a quality of Christian maturity to be sedfiant? The
traditional message stresses dependency upon Wbath side does your class emphasize: self-rediamc
dependency upon God? Must self-reliant people gpvehat trait and become dependent upon God ier dod
mature as Christians? Is it true that the moriersgant you become, the less likely you are tech&od? If that is
true, does that mean that strong persons will kesgeneed of God than more dependent types?

How does Luke 6:20-26 correlate to your discussi@ues not this passage seem to imply judgment thmon
strong and blessings on the weak? The most telnge is “How blest are you who are in need; thgdom of
God is yours” (Luke 6:20b NEB). There should lgreat diversity of opinion as your class confrahtsse
perplexing questions.

cLAss EXERCISE Willimon closes the chapter with his testimoriye has attempted to write an authentic account
of how he came to faith. Your class might wanthiok of their own honest faith testimony. Providag strips of
paper upon which each person can record a “tinfetihker/his testimony by recording under the follng three
headings the important events that helped shalteshiswn faith.

The Faith of My Father The New Direction of My Faith Today
and Mother My Faith During
Adolescence and Young
Adulthood



SCRIPTURAL REFLECTION Read the entire New Testament book of Philenibrs only twenty-five verses long! It
is an exceedingly interesting story about Paulgfeawith Philemon to accept back his slave, Onasims a
Christian brother. After you have read it alousk the class what kind of testimony of faith ites#. Consider the
two verses: “Onesimus, once so little use to Yo now useful indeed, both to you and to me” @), And “you
have him back for good, no longer as a slave, bmare than a slave — as a dear brother, veryingaed to me
and how much dearer to you, both as a man and @sti@h’ (v. 16). If Paul is offering a testimony the faith of
Onesimus in this short letter, is it a testimonig th authentic and honest by Willimon’s standar@s?s it too
traditional? Philemon is a strong man. Would satéstimony have any impact upon a person of gtin@n Why
or why not?

A FINAL CONSIDERATION: Another subtle message in chapter one is Wilim@omplaint that we offer the same
“medicine” to everybody. We don'’t present the Gaspessage uniquely to each person. It is too maskiced.

If your class has had difficulty with any of theepeding exercises, they might like to discussdhisstion: Should
the church proclaim “answers” until it has heare ¢juestions and needs of persons?

ASSIGNMENT

Read chapter two by next week.



SESSION THREE

TEXT: Chapter two, pages 17-23

OBJECTIVE: To understand what is meant by the “old motif” ambat is wrong with the motivation of guilt.
SESSION OVERVIEW

The old motif (the traditional way the Gospel isggnted) is, “You have a problem. Christ is thenaan. Repent
and be saved.” The old motif is penetrated witift, gaccording to Willimon. The old motif subtlyiticizes strong
personality traits. It asks strong persons tasete their God-given attributes in order to acteetGospel.
Willimon’s point is that the old motif is only efféve if people feel guilty. You must first readizrou have a
serious problem, feel guilt for that problem, ttwrChrist, repent, and then be saved.

The only problem with this motif is that guilt r&renotivates a real and lasting repentance. Guitdfht motivate
some personal changes, but it rarely every brimgsomest conversion or a determined changing ofiitteetion of
one’s life. He uses the Greek work, metanoia (Fh&de -ya), for the English word, repentance. It meto
change one’s way to being. Read and discussrdteimplete paragraph on the top of page 20. uSssthe role
that guilt plays in our lives, in our faith, andaar church. How “caught up” in guilt is the chiofc

CONDUCTING THE SESSION

CLASS EXERCISE There are some positive contributions that gaékes in our lives as well as negative ones. Not
long ago a young unmarried woman of seventeen ighmych became pregnant. She came to me six months
pregnant and nonchalantly admitted her conditi8he and her boyfriend were casual, almost flippaout their
situation. They had no guilt or remorse whatsoe®ut what they had done. | found in my coungehiith them
that we could not begin to deal creatively or pesly with their situation until they realized tigeavity of what

they had done and felt guilt for having done imlyxthen could we realistically look at the opticarsd challenges
that stood ahead of them.

On the other hand, many Christians simply baskuiti.gEverything they do or think is yet anotheason to feel
more guilt. The guilt becomes an obstacle to newth. Ask your class to consider the good thdlt géfers and
the bad that guilt offers in our lives. You camtaut a sheet, or write on newsprint or chalkbahedfollowing
design to facilitate this exercise:

THE GOOD THAT GUILT OFFERS | THE BAD THAT GUILT OFFERS

Ask your group to complete examples and ideas upoktr headings. Perhaps this could be done inpgrotitwo
or three, and then findings could be shared wightdital group.

PRESENTATION Repentance based on feelings of regret is ntetiMay and fed by guilt. The repentance holds
only so long as the feeling of guilt holds. In@thvords, “We repent just enough to get back inbd'&favor.”
Read to your class the first complete paragrappage 23. How does the class respond to Bartharnseant?
Willimon’s quote might be helpful here, “The chunglovides Good Chidings rather than Good Tidings.”

There are times when it is convenient and comftetabfeel guilty! Many of us unconsciously waatfeel guilty
because it means we don'’t have to face up to timybgask of changing ourselves and, thereforieatiihg the
reason we felt the guilt in the first place. Frammple, | try to jog several times a week. | oftaih Rather than
create a system of accountability that would nbirle off the hook (such as joining a group or agkity wife to
help in keeping a record), | choose to feel gulput it. As long as | am “punishing” myself wihilt, | feel no
reason to improve my performance.



Guilt can be a crutch. The punishment of guitius just reward. Guilt disenfranchises us. We'tdmave to take
responsibility when we feel guilty. Usually gutibmbines with a feeling of inferiority. Guilt plusferiority
equals impotency. What's the best way to deal wititt? How’s a mature person to deal with his/twen guilt?

DIscuss Guilt is the opposite motivation from grace. G@motivated by guilt is to live by a “works
righteousness.” It functions like this: “I haver® something that | didn’t want to do (or, | diddd something |
wanted to do.) | have feelings of guilt becaus#.of feel estranged from God because | havepgisented God.
In order to get back into God’s good graces, tarimprove myself, | try to achieve a good statithwod on my
own.” Such an example is all too typical and Wiiltin is correct in saying that this is the oppositthe New
Testament faith. You may call this “The GospeAchievement.” Hand out a sheet with this typedton

THE GOSPEL OF ACHIEVEMENT (We love in order to gaitatus with God.)

Motivation: obligation

You act in order to get results, to be successfulatorious.

You serve in order to gain love and acceptance.

It is a “works righteousness.”

You aim toward doing the minimum.

Repentance here is a feeling created by guiltwio gpu to try harder and to do better.

Discuss the reasons why this Gospel is not inviitke the New Testament. Would some class membygrgeawith
this judgment?



SESSION FOUR

TEXT: Chapters two and three (pages 23ff)
OBJECTIVE: To understand what is meant by the “new motif” dmel motivation of grace.
SESSION OVERVIEW

The most important pages in the book are theseunt@lerstand “grace” is to understand the pivotasage for the
person who has everything. An interesting quotepten discussion comes on page 25: “Just wherxpeceto
get clobbered for our guilt, we get clobbered bycgr” Ask the group to respond to this. What dédsmon
mean? What does it mean in your own personal expmr? Theologically, Willimon is stating that four faith to
be in proper balance, grace must be accepted fBsice is the first reality that a Christian muestlize.

CONDUCTING THE SESSION

SCRIPTURE STUDY Willimon says that accepting a gift can be ohthe hardest things we are ever asked to do (p.
26). Ask for persons to give life illustrationstafs. If persons are having trouble with thidesi@ent, ask them to
replace the word “gift” with “praise”. Acceptingaise is often much more difficult than giving @®ito others.

“It may be more blessed to give than to receivet iBis usually more difficult to receive thandve. Especially
when the gift can’t be repaid. That's what bothessbout the grace (gift) of God's love” (p. 26).

Working in pairs, ask half of the group to work@me passage of scripture and the other half to worthe second
passage:

Ephesians 2:8 and 9 Questions: 1) How does this passage compadhetivg “Ethics of Achievement” from last
week? 2) What are the subtler messages thisgmgsaches about grace? 3) What kinds of probheigist the
Christians who receive this message be having?

Hebrews 12:15a Questions: 1) What does this warning mean2VApt are the temptations in wanting to turn
back from the grace of God? 3) What happens wieeturn toward the grace of God?

PRESENTATION Willimon states the new motif of grace.
1. Christ is the answer.
2. You have a problem.
3. Repent and be saved.
He has simply reversed the order of the old mdthat he actually means is this:
1. God accepts you just as you are (awareness of)grace
2. Life outside of grace cannot be as full as withi@ivareness of human limitation).
3. Receive God'’s acceptance of you and be changegleritance)
The new motif is radically different because weegiyp trying to impress God. We accept the fadt@w is
already impressed! God was impressed with us befor first diaper was changed. Accept God's uditimmal

acceptance! That's grace, and grace comes filst is righteousness (or salvation) by grace erathan
righteousness (or salvation) by works or achieveémen



Encourage your class to share: How do you tnata &od’s love? What activities are you engagda ieserve
“your place in the kingdom™? There are some excelfelated quotes from the third and fourth paxplys on page
30 which will be good discussion “teasers.”

More discussion: Willimon is suggesting a new @glistic process. He’s saying the old plan of atbn is
backwards. The new process of salvation is sadeé@dn awareness of grace precedes repentancéhande’ (p.
32). What has Willimon’s new motif to do with tperson who has everything? Why might the new nioatif
more appealing to a strong person than the oldfth@id grace come first in your own faith journeipid it, or
would it, have made a difference?

DISTRIBUTE: Hand out a sheet with the following format:

THE GOSPEL OF GRACE (We love because God firstdove.)

* Motivation: gratitude (internally motivated).

* You act regardless of whether you win or lose.

» ltis righteousness by grace.

* You serve because you know that you are loved eceled.

* You aim toward doing the maximum.

* Repentance is a decision to change the directiam@$ life toward the Source of Life.

Compare this sheet with last week’s handout. Askdsponse. The Seven Simple Words of GraceVieeltve,
because Christ first loved us.” | used to dislikat scripture verse. | fought that as a kindhafap love. Why
must we be loved before we will love others? Whystwe first be rewarded? But my arguments ontgtsylized
how difficult grace has been for me to accept. c8rgoes against everything | have been taught arth f what
I believe in. Ask you class if they concur withyaof these “work righteousness” statements.

» If you are faithful, God will reward you.

* You get what you deserve in life.

» If you want to be loved, first you must love.

* There is nothing free in life.

* God loves those best who serve God best.

» God will be faithful to you if you are faithful tGod.

Close this section with the Bultmann quote on @@e Simple theological truths — truths of grace!
ASSIGNMENT

Your class is probably not accustomed to havingdwank assignments to be done during the week. uldyo
however, recommend that you assign the followiisg taith the real expectation that members cantfiedime to
doit. (Don't use guilt as a motivation!) Wheretblass comes back next week, members may shdre wartner
their written responses to the following questions:

In your own words, what is “grace™?

In your own experience, how have you felt the tealf grace?

Was the acceptance of grace the first step in fgtlr journey?

What aspect of grace is hardest for you to acosjatyt?

In what way would the Christian Gospel be reducdldere were no concept of grace?

arLNOE



SESSION FIVE

TEXT: Chapter three, continued
OBJECTIVE: To recognize that the Christian faith is a gracigif from God.
CONDUCTING THE SESSION

INTRODUCTION: “Important Gifts . . . Bring an illustration fno your own life about an important personal gititth
you have received from another person. Ask thesal@embers to cite important gifts that they haeeived from
others. After you have given opportunity to sharesent these ideas: The reasons that someugftaore
important to us than others are (1) the givereqtrson who gave it was special in some waytlig)sacrifice or
cost — it was significant; (3) the occasion ofeiging it — the occasion was important or memora#lg the fit —
how the gift fits into your own desires, needsikes.

The central idea of Christianity is a gift callegge. Ask you class:

Who is the give?

What is the sacrificeequired of the giver?

What is the occasioof our receiving it?

How does the fiaffect our needs, desires or likes?

e N

Willimon says that Christians tend to distort theef gift of grace in two ways:
1) Either we refuse to accept God's grace, and indtgad earn status with God by our works;

2) Or we accept God's free grace, become lazy and lemept and refuse to accept any of the
“demands” or claims of the Gospel.

HOMEWORK REPORTING Ask those participants who have written respsiige¢he home assignment to exchange
notes with another person and respond to each. oftgk the others who have not done so to pair wiik person
and discuss responses to the questions.

SCRIPTURAL REFLECTION “A Discussion of Parables” — Divide the groupoithree smaller discussion groups.
Distribute the following printed directions and gsksons to respond to them verbally within theougs. A
reporter could be appointed in each group to shiaedly with the total group the story of their pate and the
group’s reaction to it. Allow enough time to clabe session with those reports.

GROUP#1: First, read the parable found in Luke 15:11-8%hat is the message of this parable?

Compare the parable to these Willimon quotations.

“Show me a child who spends his life trying to ehisiparent’s love, and I'll show you a child whasha lot to
learn about the nature of parental love. Thermtking a child can do to make his parents loveione. Their

love comes as a gift” (p. 27).

“Only he who is already loved can love; only he Wwias been trusted can trust; only he who has beebjact of
devotion can give himself” (p. 69).

Compare the parable to this scripture passageerérlis therefore now no condemnation for those arkdn
Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1). If you have timeklap the context.



GROUP#2: First read the story found in Luke 18:18-2Vhat’s the message of this story? Does this passegm
to be advocating salvation by works? How is thibé interpreted within a gospel of grace?

Compare the story to these Willimon quotations:

“Until we first sense the grace of God in Chrisg will be unable to see that our real problemiliesur anxious
posturing self-depreciation, and self-justificatiwith which we are trying to earn what we alreadydas a gift”

(p- 32).

“Many persons of strength who have been successtdrning material things of life assume that waokst be
the way to achieve the spiritual things as well’3).

“We do not have to give or say or pay anythingChrist it has all been given, said, and paid &r We do not
have to make any kind of deal with God. In Chiliste has been dealt our way” (p. 25).

GROUP#3: First, read the parable found in Matthew 2IB1-What is the message of this parable? WHhyiss t
parable so difficult to accept? Is grace just taic?

Compare the parable to these Willimon quotations:

“You can't work to earn the right to be your fattard mother’s child. You already are that childhe realization
that you are a child of God, that this is a giftlaot an achievement, is the point where conversiaris” (p. 30).

“It bothers us to know that first and finally .there is nothinggou have to do, nothing ydwave to do, nothing you
have to ddo be in God's good graces” (p. 26).



SESSION SIX

OBJECTIVE: To describe the three ways that we are motivatedtiheir relationship to grace.
SESSION OVERVIEW

We leave the text for this week to explore the ingat matter of human motivation. We have donesatydeal of
discussion and group scriptural study up to thigtporoday, since the ideas have not been pregémtthe book,
you will be presenting most of the information adeas yourself. We will be examining how two avesof
human motivation belong to the “world of grace,”ilglone belongs to the “world of guilt.”

CONDUCTING THE SESSION

INTRODUCTION: | was reading 2 Corinthians 9:7 in Today’s EsiglVersion of the Bible several years ago, when a
most familiar verse communicated an entirely nevamiveg to me. The verse is translated, “Each ooealdtgive,
then, as he has decided, not with regret or oatsginse of duty; for God loves the one who givadlgl” We hear
that verse frequently in stewardship sermons. &/thie verse, in the above translation (TEV) on pewsor
chalkboard and urge the class to brainstorm alptssible teachings that this one verse has to. offéhat are its
subtle and obvious teachings? My insight from Waisse is one perhaps your class has recognizedlbsThe

verse says, “Each one should give as he has decidédGiving, therefore should be intention#t should be a

part of your own personal goals and decision. vidree also says that regret or duty are inapprepnitivations

for deciding to give. In other words, don't givedause you feel you have to givEhe motivation is as important,
perhaps more so than the gift.

Surely this is also the teaching of Jesus’ storthefwidow’s mite. It wasn't only that the widowae a larger
percentage of her income than the respected el@asisit was also her motivation in giving that dgsecognized.
She was giving without expecting gain or recognitoo praise. The important teaching: The motomats as
important as the gift And what is the correct motivation? Give eithecause you have decided that it is important
(willful giving), or give because you can do so etially and gladly (cheerful giving). That is tbhaly satisfactory
motivation that the scripture verse offers. Andtflin my mind, is motivation enough.

Ask your class to discuss, perhaps in smaller grotlyis question: Is doing something out of a serigiuty or
obligation a necessary part of life?

PRESENTATION NEEDING, OUGHTING, WANTING —A STUDY IN HUMAN MOTIVATION . Present the following ideas in
your own words to your class. Some will understahdt you are presenting immediately, while othveilisneed
more time, or others will disagree. Allow the dlasembers to dialogue together and then come itocive
conclusion. You should close this session withostrtively discussion!

We are motivated for three general reasons. Tweliéve are healthy motivations and one is unhgalt
OUGHTING. THE UNHEALTHY MOTIVATION

The motivation here is doing things out of dutyought to do this; | have to do this; | should dist “I hate my
job. I'm only going to work today because | hagegb.” The motivation is entirely external. Theectation of
others is the motivating factor. What will othénink? What do they expect? What must | do to gaiceptance?

Often the real motivation is guilt. Those who liwg “oughting,” live under a spell of guilt.

“I don't want to sit with grandma tonight. Somedmees to. And | guess that someone’s me. I'll trélty
if she were to stay alone.”



This is motivation the Corinthian verse urges ubtiow: “Do not act with regret or out of a sertfeduty.”
WANTING: THE EASY MOTIVATION
The second type of motivation is the easiest tetstdnd and to follow. | do something becausentwado it.

“One of the things | most look forward to each wéekiy night to sit with grandma. She is a wondlerf
and wise person. | really want to be with herlmse special nights.”

The motivation to “wanting” is internal and refleehy desires and tastes. It is a healthy motimatibhis is what
the Corinthian verse talks of when it says thatd@aves the one who gives gladly.” While the matign here is
the easiest, it cannot be the only motivation. efspn who does things only because he/she wansshiasically a
very self-centered person. On the other handppseraho punish themselves because they will notvall
themselves to do anything simply because they waiaire joyless persons. We should do as muchteasaw by
“wanting,” but neither can it stand alone.

NEEDING. THE NECESSARY MOTIVATION
The third type of motivation is also healthy andewsary. This motivation sounds like this:

“I don’t necessarily want to sit with grandma. fact, | might even dread it. But because grandsvami
important person to me, and because the taskim@ortant one, | need to sit with grandma tonight.”

There is an important, yet subtle difference inrtiaivation of needing. Again, as in wanting, thetivation is
internal. My motivating factor is based upon mygamal priorities, values, and convictions.

There are times in life when we need to do thihgs we do not want to do. But these occasions netbe times
of guilt. It isn’t necessary that these feeling®cocasions be a burden. The scripture versesgitde of needing,
stated, “each one should give, then, as he hadet#tiThe key to needing is intentionality.

CONCLUSION The problem with most of us is that we are calgitween the motivation of obligation (oughting)
and desire (wanting). And that is a tough binbeaaught between. If I do things | want to diel guilty
because I'm not doing things | ought to do. If kmly doing things | ought to do, then I lack joyost of us
overlook the motivation of needing.

ASSIGNMENT

Read chapter four.



SESSION SEVEN

TEXT: Chapter four, pages 37-45
OBJECTIVE: To explore what makes a faith immature.
SESSION OVERVIEW

In this session we will be exploring what immattaith means. Sometimes we can best understandtimeniith
by looking back on our own faith journey. Each ofh@s can cite examples of our own immature faitiich we
have grown beyond. Our ideas of God deepen, digfdbroaden as they “bump” up against life’'s expeces,
our responses to God’s claims exhibit more wisdmum,prayers become more humble, our life-style gaiore
integrity. You could ask you class members fomapies from their lives of immature faith. You mgigcuss:
“How can a person know when one’s faith is immaute an immature faith different from one persmthie next?
Are we able to determine objectively when faitinisnature? Willimon makes the claim on page 38, &Vh
bothers me is that the church, far from helpinggbegrow up, too often babies people and perpetubtsr
childishness.” Does your class agree? Does #ssribe your church?

CONDUCTING THE SESSION

PRESENTATION this chapter is a controversial one, particylad Willimon cites his “Marks of Immature Faith.”
Unfortunately, rather than describing a coheresttdf immature qualities of faith, he uses labelshsas
“fundamentalist” and names such as Rev. Sun Myungribr Oral Roberts and groups such as Campus @&usa
to caricature his points. Regardless of whetledsight or wrong, his technique obscures hissags. It tends
to camouflage three central points that he wantsahe:

1. Fundamentalism is immature when it refuses tolse@aositive role that doubt can play in shaping a
mature faith; when it claims to have an exclusiseesas to the truth which no one else possessesyla
its fanaticism on the surface is really coveringamgnsecurity within.

2. Attempting to identify a contemporary messiah isthar sign of immaturity. Perhaps this point magtb
be described as idol-making. We create idols tship, rather than worship the true God. Any a#lage
to a lesser “god” is an example of this.

3. The “utilitarian approach” is a faith built uponwards. “You will be rewarded if you are faithful.”
Another way to describe this trait is with thetatie: “If it works, if it is successful, if it deters, then it
must be God’s will.”

GROUP EXERCISES

A. My hunch is that even if your class members agriéie Willimon's characterizations on pages 40-
44, they might find his list of qualities of immagufaith to be lacking. Encourage them, in groups
of 3-5, to skim through these five pages and mak& af qualities of immature faith, which
Willimon offers, and rate them as to whether thgsea or disagree with what he is saying. This
book, like any other, is not infallible. Give yotlass members permission to their own thinking.
This is what Willimon advocates!

B. From this point, urge your small groups to makehgir own lists of qualities of immature faith.
Their lists could fit the following format: “Immate faith is rather than ”
Collect the lists on newsprint or chalkboard. Bee much diversity of opinion there is. What is
immature to one group, might not be to anothervelp these points of dialogue.



C. | have provided the following list of qualities wehi| feel describe an immature faith. Prepare a
handout using this list, and suggest that the ctessbers read through it and rate themselves
accordingly. They could discuss their ratings veithartner at the conclusion. You could also
compare this list to the lists which your classpared in the exercise above.

QUALITIES OF IMMATURE FAITH
Definitely Definitely
My Faith May Be Characterized By . . . Yes No

A. too strong a need for certainjot all questions can be 7-----6-----5-----4-3—---2-----1
answered; the word “faith” implies that you cankoow
everything; mature faith can live comfortably wibhme
uncertainty.)

B. too small a view of Go@No one can know everything 7---=-6-----5----4-3-----2-----1
about God, or always know God’s expectations f&'®
life; often ideas of God are too small, too limgjrioo
self-serving.)

C. self-centerednegSeeking only a reward for myself; 7-----6---—5-4-----3-----2-----1
centering too exclusively upon my own personabisée

D. it being used as a crutch, an excuse, a cortifodll 7-----6-----5-----4-----3-----2-----1
such cases, faith is in the way of personal graamith
development.)

E. a lack of surprises or challend®&$brant faith often 7-----6-----5-----4-----3—2-----1
makes surprising demands upon us; it confronts us
where we least expect it.)

F. a one-time faith decision rather than a lifelgmgney 7-----6-----5-----4-----3-----2-----1
(Immature faith lets the believer think that sleefias
“made it"; that he/she is on the inside while othare on
the outside; it refuses to see faith as a lifelsmges of
decisions and stages.)

G. a structure of beliefs rather than a responsisewof faith 7-----6-----5-----4-----3-----2-----1
(A person holds fast to a set of theological lbgliand thinks
of faith as a collection of carefully selected ciations;
rather than seeing faith as more fluid and dynamiare
responsive to the divine relationship.)

H. a privatized faith rather than a personalizeth fgA private 7-----6-----5-----4-----3-----2-----1
faith has no interests in being shared with otleers
personalized faith is deeply personal but it i® @lsared in
relationships.)

l. an institutional faith rather than a corporatitf (A faith 7-----6-----5-----f == -3 21
that has given ultimate allegiance to a faithiingon,
i.e. a church, as opposed to a faith that is utiétgeseen
as an extension of a corporate body of believers.)




SESSION EIGHT

OBJECTIVE: To explore what makes a faith mature.

CONDUCTING THE SESSION

SCRIPTURE STUDY Ask the group to move into four small groupstfoe scripture study. Hand out a sheet of paper
on which the five following passages of scripture gped out. Leave an inch of white space undeh @assage

for writing notation. The passages are: 1 Coramtk 3:1-3a; Luke 18:16-17; 1 Corinthians 14:20yk&33-37,;

and 1 Corinthians 13:11.

Type the passage from a modern translation. Thsages purposely do not say the same thing. Dielhttie
groups this before you give them their instructioAsk the groups to “boil down” the central poafteach
passage, and then compare the messages. Do #sssg@s harmonize? What do they seem to be tgaadimot
maturity? Briefly report each group’s findingsthe total class. You might also choose to pregéhiimon’s
related ideas from page 37.

GROUP EXERCISE In the same small groups, ask the participantietermine, “What are the signs of maturity?”
On separate slips of paper, give each group itauictions.

Group #1 Look up the Beatitudes (Matthew 5:3-9) and rddbe sign of maturity which you find.

Group #2 Here are current issues of three magazines,, Taperts lllustratedand Good Housekeepin@rowse
through these and record what they seem to be atimgas modern signs of maturity.

Group #3 We want your own personal opinion: What aresigf personal maturity today?

Group #4 Look in Willimon’s book at his signs of maturaith. You will find six signs in all, from the ktom of
page 45 to the bottom of page 48. What does harsathe signs of mature faith?

Ask the groups to record their findings on newsprifsfter sufficient time, ask the groups to tapeit newsprint
up, side by side, so that the class can compasé&.eAch group to report by describing its assigriraed then its
conclusions.

After all four groups have reported, compare thiagtings. Are they similar? Do the signs confligth one
another? Why or why not?

Ask the group members to cite illustrations fromitlown lives that relate to the comparisons. ¥an close by
discussing: Are the biblical signs of maturity ofidate? Would they ever work? Is there any haffggersons
truly living by them? Do we seem to be gettingseloor farther from the “Beatitudes style of living our
modern society? Is your church operating accortbripat level of maturity?

ASSIGNMENT

Read chapter five.



SESSION NINE

TEXT: Chapter five.

OBJECTIVE: To define more clearly “the person who has evengHi

SESSION OVERVIEW

We're back now to the central concern of the bolbks articulated best in the first sentence &f ifth paragraph
on page 52. Read the sentence to your class. thwou've been through four chapters of the biogether,
how would the class respond to that question? hBartembers have more ideas now? The goal ofltbister is
to consolidate the earlier chapters into a gosprethfe person who has everything.

CONDUCTING THE SESSION

GROUP EXERCISE Ask your class to break up into small workinggps and give them the following two questions
and case studies to explore:

Case Study #1Margaret is a well-known star of a ballet companher city. She has won recognition for her
creative and innovative style. She is 38 yearsrmadgter married, and surrounded by a close commohitiends.
She lives in an older community of the city in aibe that she has redecorated herself. She votariteleer
neighborhood at a senior citizens’ center. Steedsciplined person, spending several hours edayyrehearsing
and practicing. Margaret is a kind, sensitive, aed-liked person. She came from a fine Christiame. Yet
today, she does not profess to be a Christiandoes she have any involvement with a church. \Wioald be a
theology that would enhance this strong persofé® liwhat would be a message of evangelism thditrajgpeal
to this person of strength?

Case Study #2Russ is the head of an anti-poverty agencyerctty. He took over the agency after its former
director was indicted for graft and many of its émypes were dismissed because of the wastefulfielse 0
agency. Russ has had to work long and hard taldettwe agency and its public image. Today, fiears later, it
is a model for other agencies. Its organizaticgffisient and lean, and delivers many servicgsetisons in nheed.
Russ is a committed public servant, and he beligvedat he is doing.

Russ is also a family man. He has two bright ¢hitd both now in junior high. Russ says he newasrifad much
of an interest in religion. He says he believed there is a God, but he has never felt an urgevelop an interest
beyond that point. What would be a theology thatild enhance this strong person’s life? What wdalc
message of evangelism that might appeal to thsopeof strength?

After the groups have reported their findings, rekeain Willimon’s quote: “Let us speak to persohsteength
with a challenge which shakes them to the core itgtholdness” (p. 59). Have your statements wiimi have
just prepared been statements of boldness?

PRESENTATION Review and discuss Willimon's “Theology that &ke to the Strong” (pages 55-59). Ask them
why these ideas have appeal to the strong.

A theology that speaks to the strong will: 1) §estitude as the foundation of our response to. &)d
Emphasize our sins of self-righteousness, or ofptaoency, or of pretensions of being self-suffitiem of failure
to empathize with the weak. 3) Challenge usvi® lieyond the narrow confines of our lives andhfait) Show
that real strength is in selflessness.



DISCUSSION IDEAS

In this chapter there are many excellent quotesaeab on pages 57, 58, and 59 that can be distiidsae
allows.

GROUP EXERCISE PERSONAL STRENGTHS- In the Christian’s mind there is a vast differemvhen we see our
strengths as gifts, rather than as “earned achientsi To see personal strengths as gifts causetocexperience
“humbling gratitude” (p. 58). Also, “To be gifted.is to be held responsible for the use of thgikse. ‘To whom
much is given, of him (her) shall much be requitéd: 58).

Hand out a sheet of Personal Gifts:

WHAT ARE MY STRENGTHS? HOW DOES THIS STRENGTH CHANGVHEN
(list 6 that come to mind) | SEE IT AS A GIFT?

OOk, WNPEF
OO, WNPEF

Participants could share responses in smaller group

SCRIPTURAL STUDY. Read Luke 12:13-21, The Parable of the Rich Féak the class, “What does it mean to be
“rich in God’s sight” as opposed to being rich yaurself?

Why was the rich man called a fool? How was hisrgjth limiting him? What was the sin of the rfobl?

Next, read Romans 12:3. How does this verse speidle predicament of the rich fool? How doepéak to
persons of strength today?

CLOSURE

Close your session reading aloud to your classjtioée about Bonhoeffer's life on pages 59 andI6G a fitting
close.

ASSIGNMENT

Read chapter six.



SESSION TEN

TEXT: Chapter six.
OBJECTIVE: To explore how worship can appeal to the person dseverything.
CONDUCTING THE SESSION

PRESENTATIONDISCUSSION Begin your study by reading aloud pages 61 ahdising the example from the third
century church. After it has been read, ask thescl

1) How does this description of worship differ fromrauorship tradition?

2) Does this style of worship seem outmoded and unaimektoday?

3) What are the most appealing ingredients of thisltbéntury worship?
Willimon does not attempt to share the point of ghapter. Thus, it is important to lift it ugtworship is
restored, then persons who are strong and matllireendrawn to it and fed by it. Much of our curtevorship
styles in Protestant Christianity are too weak &etrthe needs of “the person who has everything.”
GROUP SHARING In a group discussion, ask the class to shateatiers a worship service that was truly
worshipful for them. What made the experienceigoificant? Was there a key ingredient that mémeservice
So inspiring, or was it the person’s mood or reiwepess? Or was it both? Take some time to dssitiesse most

significant worship experiences.

PRESENTATION Present the ideas on page 64, redrawing theatiegon newsprint or chalkboard. Gain the
responses from your class to Willimon’s ideas omship.

SCRIPTURAL STUDY. What does the New Testament say about worsBgleyour class members to look up these
passages and report what they teach about worship.

Matthew 18:20 Acts 2:42-47

Mark 12:28-40 1 Corinthians 14:26
John 4:16-26 Acts 20:7-12
Matthew 4:8-10 1 Timothy 2:1,8

Ask someone to read Psalms 149 and 150 to gairidame&3tament perspective on worship.
WORSHIP EVALUATION: In small groups, ask for responses to thesetignas

1) What do we attempt to accomplish when we worshiguinchurch?

2) In what ways does worship in our church excel?

3) In what ways could our worship be made more mednifg

4) Willimon claims that there is one true test oremid for worship and that is the question: “Whag&sl our
worship say to and about God?” How does our chisiwbrship respond to this question?

Share responses with the total group after thelgrm@ps have had time for reflection.



CLOSING THE SESSION

For your closing today, you'll be asking each parsmmake a contribution to a group litany. Hauod @ sheet of
paper on which this is printed:

To worship means not to but to

It means to come expecting to and to leave expecting to

Give each person time to respond to the incomglettéences. When they are ready, explain thatmasion will
be asked to share a phrase about worship. Aftér garson shares, the entire group will speak isoumnthe
following prayer: “Lord, teach us to worship Yau$pirit and Truth.” After each person has shanmedi the class
has repeated the prayer statement each time, ypelose the class with your own personal prayer.

ASSIGNMENT

Read chapter seven.



SESSION ELEVEN

TEXT: Chapter seven.
OBJECTIVE: To explore Christian stewardship for the person Whe everything.
SESSION OVERVIEW

The person who has everything is a person withuregs. . .a person who has something to give. sCéxpects
much from the person who has been given much. sénde turn to the expectations of the strong, andall this
the concern of stewardship. The strong persoalisctto be a good steward of the resources héashbeen
given.

In this chapter “The person of strength will beaddo ask, ‘What is God asking of me in light of gd-given
talents and abilities and in the light of my neighib needs?”” (p. 73).

CONDUCTING THE SESSION

SCRIPTURAL STUDY. There are many excellent biblical resourceghis study. A good way to study these
resources is to use a new approach to Bible samythat is to see yourself in the story. Aftem yead the
passage, ask yourself: What is the story attemptirsay to me? If | were in the story, which euder or role
would | most likely be?

For example, as | ponder Mark 12:38-42 (the stéth® widow’s mite), and | ask the question, “Wisathis story
saying to me?” (or what is God attempting to sagneothrough this story?), | realize that | play tharacter of the
Teachers of the Law. | enjoy being respected hegrst | thrive on having a position upon whicheoghlook with
admiration. | need the approval of other peo@everal days ago a young man named Donald camg tdfice.
He had a terrific odor. He was dirty and ragged laad been living on the streets. He was only fodive years
younger than I, and | thought to myself, “How mumtter | am. | do not stink. | live in a nice Iseu | have
myself ‘together’. | am strong and mature, whempared with Donald.” As | read this passage, lizedhow
much above other people | put myself. The passagms to be condemning that attitude. After | spoith
Donald, who had come to me asking for some heiptarpreting a difficult Bible verse, | realizedatithere was a
person that God created in that young man namealborn had judged him on outward appearance.

You might choose to personalize a passage of aceijih much the same way, so that your participlmbsv what
you are asking them to do, and also so that thelyfifee to do so.

Then ask them to find a partner to discuss anceshasse biblical passages: Mark 12:28-34; Matth@\23-24;
Luke 19:11-26; Luke 19:1-10; Matthew 26:6-13; MathE9:16-22; Luke 6:20-21.

GROUP DIScUSSION Read aloud Willimon'’s second complete paragm@ppage 73. Ask your class to respond to
some of these controversial, yet biblical ideas. yDu think what he is saying is truly biblical?h&t implications
does this have?

GROUP EXERCISE Read the case study of Joe and Matilda andnasklass to respond with their own ideas to this
dilemma.

Case Study, Joe and Matitddoe and Matilda are active members of FirstiBaghurch. They are in their mid-
thirties with three children. Matilda had not besamployed for several years while the children weneng. Now
that they are all in school, she has gone job hgntHer degree and past experience in busineshetht large
corporation’s need to place women in managementi@os. She was offered a position that will mtdran double



the family’s income. The family is reaching thaget where they enjoy doing things together, ancoagras
become a favorite activity. They recently went parg with close friends and used their friend'sreational
vehicle. It was a great family experience. Jo# latilda were greatly impressed with the verdstif the
vehicle. One that would meet the needs of themilfawould cost $9,100.

At church the next week they heard an agricultomiakionary from India speak. He was a creativeiandvative
man who had invented a new method of drilling whdlshis area in India. This area had sufferedtydrom lack
of well water for crops and human consumption. spieke of children starving and of land that wasadli for
irrigation, standing side by side. Children stagvi Land suitable for irrigation. His mission bdb@romised him
they would supply the money for a well in two yea@s soon as they could solve some short-termdiabin
problems. Each well costs $8,900 to build andeplacmperable condition. The missionary seemedasatk said
that the two-year wait for the well would translat® the loss of 170 human lives. He visited¢harch, not to
ask for money, but simply to interpret his ministry

That evening, Joe and Matilda disagreed on theoresp One of them felt they should forget theaational
vehicle and give the man $8,900 (which they haelaly set aside). The other thought that this wasreacting.

“After all, we're not wealthy. God also wants ashie good parents and to enjoy ourselves as ayfaillat’'s not
sinful.” How wouldyoudeal with these issues?

ASSIGNMENT

Read chapter eight.



SESSION TWELVE

TEXT: Chapter eight.
OBJECTIVE: To recognize that Christian faith is always expegss community.
CONDUCTING THE SESSION

Read this statement to your class: “Living a iielig life would be an easy task were it not forttlo@blesome
presence of other people. The woman who sayslhigeteels more religious when she stays at hon®uaday
morning watching Oral Roberts on television, theamdio claims to have a more uplifting experiencehengolf
course than in church, the young person who resébdter vibrations’ in twenty minutes of ‘transckental
meditation’ than in sixty minutes of morning worglaire all simply stating what is true: It is easefeel
‘religious’ in such individual, solitary, comfortibcircumstances. Whether it is possible t&Chestianin such
circumstances is another matter!” (p. 78).

Discuss the reasons people give for not partieigah church. How does your class react to theaes stated?
How have they experienced the “troublesome presaidae church in their lives?

On newsprint or chalkboard, write the following:

FEELING RELIGIOUS BEING RELIGIOUS

Under each column, ask the class to brainstornrig¢isnis of these two categories. What is theeddhce
betweerbeingreligious andeelingreligious, as quoted in the paragraph from Willivdo

DEBATE: Divide your class in half (men vs. women; numby or A-M, N-Z). Give these separate instruosdo
the two groups:

Group #1 You will be engaged in a debate. The centralstjan of the debate is, “Is it necessary for aiian to
belong to the church?” You will be arguing (redass of your personal opinion) that indeed it isaistely
necessary for a Christian to belong to a churchurMargument is that you cannot be a Christiantdpan the
church. You will have a few minutes to develop yatguments as a group, before the debate befiash group
should elect a spokesperson to present its opaengwnents. You will have three minutes for thiien the other
group presents the opposing case. Then we wilh dpg for general class debate.

Group #2 You will be engaged in a debate. The centraktioe of the debate is, “Is it necessary for a &fam to
belong to the church?” You will be arguing (redass of your personal opinion) that itN©T necessary for a
Christian to belong to a church. Your argumenhéd it is possible to be a Christian and not bghana church.
You will have a few minutes to develop your argutseas a group before the debate begins. Each giwmud
elect a spokesperson to present its opening argsm&ou will have three minutes for this. Youogp will
present its case after the other group. Then Wepén it up for general class debate.

The arguments will undoubtedly include how to defihe church and how to define “belonging.” Tkisiot a
formal debate. Allow everyone to participate ia tfeneral debate, and then bring this to a closthed persons
can discuss their roles and their arguments, gipéneir real views on the subject.

DIscuss John Wesley said, “There is no such thing asbtary Christian.” The faith must be shared lider to
be kept. Christianity is a social religion” (p.)78o0es Willimon’s perspective mesh with that otiy members?



PRESENTATION Willimon says that the greatest heresy in Armaaricultic faith is the idea that religion is a jaitie
affair between the believer and God. He callket‘individualistic heresy,” which manifests itseifthree ways:

1) The “me and Jesus” heresy; faith has no corposec.

2) The “do your own thing” heresy; look for truth orly disengaging from all external commitments and
search within one’s own unconscious.

3) The “Lone Ranger” heresy; | can do good and lieGhiristian life, working alone.

Ask your class to respond to these three “surrogates of faith.” Can they think of other heretickeas in current
vogue that build up faith in God but put down Ctsishurch?

DIscuss Discuss with your class what the church demanfigeople. Does your class think the church asés t
much? There are three potent Willimon quotes $paoad to (pages 82-83): “The church asks peopledw. It
assumes that Christians are made, not born.” #8tdy in the church long enough, and there is algdmnce that
it will demand your time, your money, your love,yba even your life. And it will make no apologies its
nagging demands.” And finally, “The person whossthat he or she dislikes the church becausdiitlisf sinners
and hypocrites makes the erroneous assumptiomvthat the church are embarrassed by our clien\e.are not
any more embarrassed over our collection of sintiens a hospital is ashamed of its sick people.”

CLOSING Willimon, again says: “The main difference beem the sinners inside the church and those on the
outside is that the ones on the inside are freeltoit to some of their sinfulness because they hessived the
freedom of forgiveness.” In closing, pray for tifr@edom in your church.

ASSIGNMENT

Read chapter nine.



SESSION THIRTEEN

TEXT: Chapter Nine
OBJECTIVE: To realize that the Christian faith requires ourshmature perceptions and responses
CONDUCTING THE SESSION

DIALOGUE: Write on newsprint or chalkboard the wordsalfH IS . . .” Ask your class members to brainstorm
their responses to the incomplete sentence anddrédoem on newsprint or chalkboard. After thisreige, point
out that Willimon does this very same thing in llaist chapter. He completes the sentence by sa¥agh is . . .”
.. only for adults (spiritual adults of any age
. certitude in the midst of doubt.
. . ajourney that points in the right direction
. a process and not a possession.

How do his statements compare to those of yous2lakhe people will surely have some reaction thimén’s
statement on page 89: “Jesus was not ‘nice’ tplpeb Discuss their responses. The rest of theagraph at the
top of the page deserves class attention.

Willimon’s point is that only the most mature, ittigent, and daring expression of faith will attraélce person who
has everything. This is the evangelistic messdgehthey need to hear, and are not hearing. Yightchoose
to discuss how such a message may be shared wlitpsusons who are now outside the church. Yotnimig
encourage your class members to get specific dlwvfap on their own suggestions. They might cleomsmeet
with the deacons, the pastors, the evangelism ctigeror others as they attempt to address thesmkissues.

EVALUATE: We have not assumed, throughout this study,abatyone will agree with all of Willimon'’s ideas.
Doubtless, each person will have “sticky pointsteaction to some of Willimon’s thoughts. They aseally
challenging and radical. As a way to evaluate ®o&/n thinking through this course, provide a handbeet that
could first be filled out individually, then sharedgth a small group, and then responded to asshgodup. It
follows:

EVALUATION “THE GOSPEL FOR THE PERSON WHO HAS EVERYTHING”

NOT
PERSONAL REACTION TO THE BOOK’S MAIN THEMES AGREE | CERTAIN | DISAGREE

Not everyone will be attracted to Christianity besa of how miserable
their life has been.

The church as difficulty reaching mature, integdatgrong individuals
who can meet most of their own personal needs.

A great deal of preaching attempts to induce guilthake people feel
badly about themselves.

Too much Christian preaching speaks of an obligatibich must be mef
to receive a gift, whereas the real message dfléve Testament is about
a gift which then leads to an obligation.

For a Christian, grace (God's free, undeserved)lousst always come
first.

There is absolutely nothing you can do to earn &éalor.

Our chief sin is not pride, but our own inner seosenworthiness.




D

An awareness of grace (God’s free love) precedentance and changg

We too often think we do not deserve God's loverdfore refuse it.

Christianity requires that a person constantly grawmaturity. You do
not have the choice of remaining childish.

Immature faith is marked by an aversion to honesgbt] an incessant
need to be right, an extremist need to identifprtemporary messiah,
and a need to require of God rewards in returmfwmifaithfulness.

Mature faith involves freedom, risk, selflessnégsadmindedness,
maturity, and objectivity.

To appeal to strong persons, our theology mustksplegratitude to God
for our strengths and of a challenge to live fdrens.

Strength, when misdirected, is actually weakndsse strength comes
from God-given confidence of knowing our securecelan the heart of
God.

Christians do not love their neighbors because tlesgrve it. Christians
love in response to the love God has for them.

Love, in the Bible, is an activity, not a feeling.

The stronger and more resourceful a person, the mgponsibility God
is expecting from her/him.

Christianity cannot be practiced in a solitary wdtyis a shared faith.

The church is a major corrective to an individuédigh.

People in the church don't claim to be any lestikthan others. But
they are more able to admit their sinfulness aodive forgiveness.

Christianity is only for adults - - spiritual adsilbf any age.

We have designed worship on the basis of whatlitdeifor us, rather
than upon our relationship with God.

cLOSE Close your quarter’s study by reading page L3 the last example Willimon uses. In otherdgotet
Willimon have the “last word,” as you close youné together.







