WEEK 4: THE REQUIREMENTS OF PEACE
Reflection and Scripture Reading
Elizabeth bore her son and named him “John.” At the child’s dedication, Zechariah celebrated what the Lord was doing through the gift of his child. 

Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has come and has redeemed his people. He has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David, (as he said through his holy prophets of long ago), salvation from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us, to show mercy to our fathers and to remember his holy covenant, the oath he swore to our father Abraham: to rescue us from the hand of our enemies, and to enable us to serve him without fear in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him, to give his people the knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of their sins, because of the tender mercy of our God, by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven, to shine on those living in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the path of peace (Luke 1:68-79 NIV).

Zechariah’s Song tells us that John came to prepare the way for the Lord, by calling people to repentance and guiding us into the path of peace. 
Peace. We hear the word a lot this time of year: “Praises be to God and King and peace to men on earth; Hail the newborn Prince of Peace; Sleep in heavenly peace.” But what kind of peace did John come to guide us into?

This long-awaited son left his parents to pursue a lifestyle completely different from theirs. He turned his back on the established church of his day to join a radical Jewish fringe group. The message John preached was a harsh message in which he confronted people who were complacent in their religion and ultimately this “prophet of the Most High” was beheaded at the whim of a vindictive woman and a lecherous man. Is this the kind of peace we extol in our hymns and on our Christmas cards? Where is the happy ending?

This is the shalom of God. It is a peace that costs us something, that insists on repentance from sin, that requires justice for the oppressed, help for the poor, protection for the vulnerable and absolute commitment to God’s Kingdom. This is a peace that shakes the very foundations of those who are powerful and comfortable and puts those who proclaim it at risk. 
Where is the happy ending? The happy ending depends on our faithfulness and our true commitment to the peace of God.
[Light the candle representing peace]

Prayer

Jesus, Prince of Peace,

We have two choices this Christmas. We can pretend that all is nice and pretty or we can admit that this world is in desperate need of true peace, repent, and commit ourselves to being operatives of your Kingdom on earth. Help us to hear the call that the baby John was born to bring us. Amen.
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