Judson Press Launches Hope for Children in Poverty Blog
Valley Forge, PA – August 11, 2008 - Judson Press announces the launch of the Hope for Children in Poverty blog, an extension of the 2007 release Hope for Children in Poverty: Profiles and Possibilities edited by Ron Sider and Heidi Unruh.
With nearly 13 million American children and their families affected by the tragedy of poverty, host Heidi Unruh envisions this blog as a place for sharing information, ideas, and inspiration as we rally together to find solutions to the crisis. The blog will be a vehicle to:

· raise awareness about issues surrounding child poverty in the U.S. 

· share ideas for effective responses at the individual, congregational, community and national levels 

· tell stories about ministries with children in poverty 

· highlight helpful resources and organizations 

· provide information about public policies that affect children in poverty and opportunities for advocacy 

· offer a theological perspective on children, poverty, and the church's role 

· appreciate the present blessings and future potential that children bring to our lives 

· encourage and inspire one another to take action on behalf of children in poverty everywhere


The award-winning Hope for Children in Poverty reader brought together the expertise of nearly two dozen academics, activists, pastors, and social service professionals who are also expected to post to the new blog. 
Judson Press publisher Laura Alden encourages those who read Hope for Children in Poverty as part of the ABC Reads program to “share their stories, report back from their group discussions, and highlight the ministries and projects they have pursued in response to reading the book.” Hope for Children in Poverty will continue as the ABC Reads selection until January 2009, allowing more groups to join in the discussion. 

Those interested in receiving email alerts to new Hope for Children in Poverty blog posts can subscribe on the website at http://hopeforchildreninpoverty.blogspot.com. The blog site can also be accessed through the Hope for Children in Poverty page on the Judson Press site at www.judsonpress.com.

Ten percent of proceeds from the book’s sales will support the Children in Poverty initiative, a denomination-wide effort endorsed by the General Board of American Baptist Churches USA.

Founded in 1824, Judson Press—a publishing ministry of National Ministries, American Baptist Churches USA—produces Christ-centered leadership resources for the transformation of persons, congregations, communities and cultures.

To order Hope for Children in Poverty: Profiles and Possibilities, to download the free book study guide, or to request a complete catalog of Judson resources, visit judsonpress.com or call 800-458-3766. 
