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Preachers are under a divine imperative to provide words of comfort, encouragement, empowerment, and 
liberation to all people, and especially to the least of these. That’s the premise behind this powerful new 
resource from respected pastor and author Dr. Elaine M. Flake. 
 
In God in Her Midst, Flake crafts a womanist theology and praxis of preaching to the population most 
overlooked and overwhelmed in our pews: wounded women—those wounded by virtue of their gender and 
more particularly black women who are also wounded by virtue of their race. She offers a theological paradigm 
to help preachers understand and fulfill their responsibility to preach liberation and empowerment to the 
marginalized and hurting. She provides concrete strategies for redeeming Scripture from traditional sexism and 
insensitivity, and she gives direction on how to unfold in every sermon the good news that brings healing 
instead of more hurt. Finally, Flake offers examples from her own ministry, including sample sermons that 
explore the lives of misunderstood women from the Bible.  
 
About the author: Elaine McCollins Flake is co-pastor of the Greater Allen A.M.E. Cathedral in Jamaica, NY. 
She is co-founder with her husband, Floyd Flake, of the Allen Christian School, and they collaborated to write 
Practical Virtues (Amistad) and African American Church Management Handbook (Judson Press). She 
contributed to Those Preaching Women, Volume 4, also from Judson Press. Her several degrees include a 
Master of Divinity from Union Theological Seminary, and a Doctor of Ministry from United Theological 
Seminary. 
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