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Valley Forge, PA, August 15, 2011—The Christmas story is all about the baby. Or is it? In ‘Tis the Season: Church Celebrations for Advent & Christmas, author Rachel Gilmore takes a look at the holiday season through God’s eyes, not limiting it to the baby in the manger. ‘Tis the Season encourages us to see the possibilities for dynamic spiritual growth and a richer faith if we take Jesus out of the manger and let him be the man whose story started with creation and continues until the end of time.
In this creative and practical church program book, Gilmore takes traditional Christmas stories and weaves them into the big picture of God’s salvation plan. The diverse selection of worship and learning formats includes:

•
Interactive worship services

•
Quiet vesper services

•
Special celebrations

•
Faith and fellowship events

•
Compelling dramas

•
Intergenerational hands-on workshops

Overarching Advent themes of hope, love, joy, peace, light, and eternal life meet with lessons on responsible stewardship, freedom from sin, sharing the Good News, and giving back to God through service. 
About the Author: RACHEL GILMORE, MEd (Frankfort, IL), has twenty years of experience working in nonprofit settings in the areas of Christian education and youth ministry (including retreat ministry), as well as volunteer management, program/event planning and facilitation, and public relations. A prolific writer, Rachel has a weekly column titled “Intersections...of Life and Faith” on www.frankfort.patch.com and has written for Christianity Today’s SmallGroups.com website. This is her third Judson Press book, following The Complete Leader’s Guide to Christian Retreats (2008) and Church Programs & Celebrations for All Generations (2010). 
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