
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

It’s Time for a Prophetic Word to the Nation               
 

Dr. J. Alfred Smith has long been considered one of the most respected statesmen in the African American 
church, and one of the most influential leaders in the contemporary church. For decades he has demonstrated for 
“all who have ears to hear” what it means to speak prophetically, that is, to speak truth to power. In this 
inspirational resource, the author’s unbridled passion for prophetic ministry shines through. 

 
His words, rooted firmly in messages from both the Old and New Testaments, will inform those who would 
aspire to be prophets in their ministries as preachers and teachers. It will challenge those who seek to live 
prophetically—to proclaim peace and justice—in their lives as parents, citizens, and members of church 
congregations. It will inspire all who dare to speak the truth, regardless of the consequences. 

 
Speak until Justice Wakes, destined to be a classic, seals the legacy of J. Alfred Smith Sr. as being among the 
country's foremost advocates of prophetic ministry. 
 
About the Author 
J. Alfred Smith  is senior pastor of Allen Temple Baptist Church in Oakland, California, and professor of 
Preaching and Church Ministries at American Baptist Seminary of the West. The J. Alfred Smith Institute is 
being developed to encourage work on behalf of prophetic justice. Dr. Smith is past president of the American 
Baptist Churches of the West and the Progressive National Baptist Convention. He holds a D. Min. degree from 
Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary and an M. Th. degree from the American Baptist Seminary of the 
West. He is the author of over fifteen books including On the Jericho Road, and served as editor of No Other 
Help I Know: Sermons on Prayer and Spirituality, and Outstanding Black Sermons, both from Judson Press. 
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