
vii 97

The Church of the Nativity

simple truths of the gospel and make them unnecessarily
complex, presumably arguing for the value of ignorance
over education. However, I would suggest that anyone who
thinks faith is simple has never really believed anything, and
that the ability of God to save the most ignorant measures
the power of God, not the value of ignorance.

No. It’s too easy to sentimentalize this text with a lot of
mindless mush about children and miss Jesus’ whole point
here. At the risk of stating the obvious, let me remind you
that Jesus here is not talking about children; he’s talking
about the kingdom of God. And the quality demanded for
entry into the kingdom is the one quality children inher-
ently possess—they’re small.

Don’t you see? Children are an apt metaphor for the
kingdom because their egos are sized perfectly to get
through its door. With children there is no feigned self-
reliance or phony independence to balloon their egos to
the size where entry into the kingdom is difficult. The
kingdom of God is God’s kingdom, not yours or mine or
ours. In God’s kingdom, God is sovereign, not you or me
or us. And somehow, children not only know that instinc-
tively, but they’re also okay with it. They’re perfectly will-
ing to let God be God. They come to God with
bareheaded, empty-handed, wide-eyed wonder. They have
no sense of “having,” only “needing,” and that is precisely
the posture required to gain access to God’s kingdom—
eyes up, hands empty and outstretched.

My friend Dr. Tony Cartledge, editor of the Biblical
Recorder, tells a story about the cute and charming way his
then two-year-old son, Samuel, had of expressing his desire
for his dad to pick him up. Tony says that Samuel, like all lit-
tle ones eager to communicate wants and wishes in ways
that big people will respond to favorably, learned new words
every day. Sometimes, he learned a new word for something
just so he could ask for it! And in his mind he carefully put
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these words together in a way that, even if a bit muddled to
adult ears, formed a kind of syntax that worked for him. And
so when he wanted his dad to pick him up and hold him, he
would hold out his chubby little arms and say, “I hold you
me.” With a simple and wonderful transparency that was
neither self-conscious nor duplicitous, Samuel made his wish
known to his daddy. It simply never occurred to him that
this activity, which required the willing participation of
another, could be something the other might not want to
do. Note: there is no subtext, no hidden agenda, no ulterior
motive, just “I hold you me.” Now tell me you’re going to
resist that! Well, neither would God.

Don’t you see? In the same way, to gain access to God’s
kingdom you must reach up. And if you’re too big to reach
up, then you must bend down very, very low.

C. S. Lewis once said,

Until you have given up your self to Him you will not
have a real self. . . . Does that sound strange? The same
principle holds, you know, for more everyday matters.
Even in social life, you will never make a good impression
on other people until you stop thinking about what sort
of impression you are making. . . . The principle runs
through all life from top to bottom. Give up yourself, and
you will find your real self. Lose your life and you will save
it. . . . Nothing that you have not given away will be really
yours. Nothing in you that has not died will ever be raised
from the dead.3

“And a little child shall lead them” (Isaiah 11:6). I stood
there in front of the Church of the Nativity that day look-
ing at that little fellow running in and out of that little door
as though it were made for him, and it suddenly occurred
to me why this place, more than any other in all of Israel,
holds such power over me. Because, you see, I keep looking
for a Great, Big God who will make me stronger and wiser
and smarter and bigger than I am. But in this place I
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